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HERE never was a Kingdom ſo | 2 
extenſive and populous, of ſuen 1 


1K early Eminence in Learning and — 
Commerce, ſo little known in 
wien, or ſo little enquired ' after as Ireland. 
We were a conſiderable People in the Times 3 
of 7, acitus, who attended his Father-in-law | 39 
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75 alin Agricola 5 is expedition to Brinn 


who expreſly- ſays, * "6c Treland- had better 


% Cotpmerce and was. more civilized: thin 
4 Britain.” From thence to Henry the Second 


we count all to be fabulous, and know little 


morè of bürſfelves, that that Saint Parrid 


converted us to Chriſtianity; and the Account 
of Henry's uniting Iralind to his Britiſh Do- 


minions, and, the Settlement he made, ſeems 


if. we confult q on Keating and our can 

Hiſtorians, to be the Work of a few Adven- 
turers. It looks in them like a Rebearſal 
Revolution, and the Throne of Jreland: as 


caſily aſcended by that Prince, as that of the 


Brentford Kings was by the Gentleman Uſber, 
But ſurely many. ſecret Wheels muſt have 


been at ' work, and / latent Cauſes to effekt it, 


and reduce ſo many petty Princes to the 
ſole Government of one. Kingdoms axe not 


ſo ealily transferred as ſpeculative Politicians 
imagine, and the little Kingdom of Cn. 
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vide Cambden's Britannia. 
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bas giren all the Potentates of Bae, '® 
Bone NT CO Peer} 
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I imagine it may be a to 65 Cu- 
rious in Antiquity, as well as ſerviceable to 
the preſent. Generation; to hive 4 clear In- 
ſight of the particular Franſactions of chat 
period of Time, coufiſting only of twenty 
Years, before the Union of Treland with 
England was attempted, when the Chiefs of 


reſtored Trancyllry ut ns gh beweg 


1 
* 


THE Chiefs of Trelatid' were Wa than 
tree bundred' but thoſe of moſt Authority 


were the Chiefs of Munſter, Pray and e 
b of Fn a Meath 7. Nas ges! 


b 14 , 


ni 
Wr are indebted for this Period of Hic. 
ory, to the Curioſity, and ſingular Induſtry 

- | . e | f 


* Meath ſeems bs have been an inconſiderable Chief, As 


lurle; Keating, Malfoklin 5 and Milton differs from both. 


leland united themſelves under Brian, "od 


IS 


lutbors can't agree about his Name. Cambden calls him 


i 


A | WF 


, 5 % l þ 
8 - " - 
: 
4 4 
— , P * Sad 

TEL " . 6 . . 

a 41 ' 

| , : 22 


ot Doctor Godfrey, who picked out of the 
Ruins of Bermingham Tower, an; 1riſb Ma 
nuſcript written by Dermic Macſ lin, a Re- 


lation (as he ſays himſelf) and; Follower, t 


the. Royal Family of Opbaly; and he ſeems ty 
deſerve the more, Credit, as he Was nearly 
| Cotemporary with the Facts he relates, and 
does not ſpare his Friends hen their Con- 
duct * blameable, | - th 46 
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wa n l * Gon hes. the tc 


tory begins, ), Magnus King my Norway Was 
in Poſſeſſion of Lreland and the Britiſh Illes. 
_ He: was a gracious, Prince, and better be- 

loved by his new Subjects, than any Pre- 
deceſſor of their Native Line, for his Bra- 
very and Love of Juſtice. He fought, their 
Battles abroad, and victory ſtill followed his 
Perſon. He quelled their inteſtine Conſpire- 
cies, and guarded. their Rights and Propet- 
ties. He was the only Prince in the Me- 


uu, There is 4 ſinall Anachroniſm here of eighteen Years ; 
but that is a trifle among Iriſb Hiſtorians. | Our Author, 
however, is more exact than Keating. | 


171 


. mory of Time, who obſerved, a Sip 
always made, and before always broken 


, 


2 through, (viz.) not to be directed by his Na- 
to / Sutjects, in the Government of thoſe whB 
rl had put themſelves under him. He had the 
eve of his Britiſh subjects, but the Ado- 
. Intion of his 75e, who had proſpered more 


under his equal Government in a. few Years, 


than in any "Trp angel 


bme of the Norwegians, who had ſettled in 
h:land, and got great Poſſeſfions, ſeemed to 


pe. out of Humour with their on Proſperi- 
Bra- , or at leaſt upon the Ruins of Ireland, 8 
heir A nded to, build up for themſelves a mighty 


une, and great Power in their Mother, 
s- Country. To this Ambition they would ſa- 
pet enfice the Intereſts of Norway in Ireland, 


aur find Chiefs, ( for they could hardly be 


Fan, and by ſundry” Arts: drew in others to 
u them, and under fundry Pretences con- 
cealed 


uthor, 


\ 


Towarvs the twentieth Year of his Reign” 


s well as injure his Affairs at Home. The 


alled Princes) were the firft that laid the 


£33 


. Sick thee maln Deſign. 1 of Anke 
was firſt . to be removed from, the Power 
with which Norway had entruſted him, ere 
they could expect their Enterprize to prof: 
per. He had given ſuch Proofs... of | his In. 
'tegrity in the Courſe of his Adminiſtration 
and equal Regard to his Maſter's: general In- 
tereſt, as well as that of his Suhjects, that 
he was faid to be the firſt who had united 
' Patriotiſm and Loyalty together z and they 
well knew would be the laſt. to comply with 
Schemes that ſhould leſſen, the, Affections of 
his Maſter's Subjects, or any Way diminiſh 
his Power i in; Ireland. To have him removed 
then, Was the firſt Effort to be made, and 
they had often times made it but in Vain; 
and found by Experience there was no. Way 
to compaſs it, but by the Help of the Yic- 
Roy ſent over every third Year ftom Norway. 
That too they had often tried in vain ; for 
Brien had made the Government of every 
Vree-Roy eaſy ; and as the Demands af Nor- 
way were always reaſonable, ſecured him a. 
ny Tribute he wanted 'for ſupporting his 
GSGovern- 


. Bw, 59 A - 


ts 1 6p 
Eovernments aa of himſelf * * 


party would oppoſe it, without calling in the 5 
Vice-· Rey to his aid, or rendering him obnox- 


ious to any of his Maſter's Subjects, 


* 


ty 
1 Vis ; 235 

In * Year aboye mentioned it . * 

nately happened, for the Intereſts botlr of Tre. 


vailed on to join in the Deſign of removing 
Brian, and aſſiſt with all his Power the Chiefs 
of Waterford. The Hice-Roy was eſteemed a 
Man of Probity and Honour, but Good-natured 
to a Fault, and too indulgent to his Favou - 
8 Nen Do PO 
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' Gal:fuus, a Foreigner, ſuppoſed to be an Va- 
* was a little before ſeculariſed, and by the 
215110. 1 Vice Rey 
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* Our Author here has ellen into two Miſtakes. Ga- 
If is not faid to be an Halian by any Author of cre- 
(it, but it was the Faſhion then to give Men 7talian 
Names, as the Germans now give Latin Names to the 


del. In the EleQor of Brandenburgh's Letter to the 


1 a- Duke of Marlberough, the Earl of Stairs is ſtiled Cones 
Is 6 jradibus, Again, there was no need of + Secularizing 


land and Norway, that the Vice- Roy was pre- 1 
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hey advanced to the See of * Pal 
He had nothing, about him of the Church. 
man but uy Dreſs, and A large Share of 
their temporal Ambition. Brian's' Power was 

a Goad in his Side, and: his Reputation 2 
Thorn in his Eye: He made a League With 
the YVict-Roy's Son, "who was 4 haughty and 

a headlong Youth,  'to make him Jello 

. 5 of his Councellors, and delegate, in a man- 
Her; his whole Power to themſelves, Which 
they uſed as Men always do, Who ſtart in- 
to ſtation, and become giddy with their For- 
tune. They put themſelves at the Head of 
the Confederacy againſt Brian, and by large 
Promiſes and ſmall Benefits, got over ſome 
of his Troops to join them; among whom 
were. reckoned his Nephew, one of the pet- 
ty Chiefs of Leix, and others whom he had 
raiſed from nothing, by covering their little 
neſs, and ſuffering them to grow under the 
Shadow 
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1 the Prelate in queſtion; as he had never l 
, | Regulars in his Life; In Cambdes there is another Gale 
I WM fut juſt 100 Years aſter, 
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2 
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would anſwer his ExpeRtatjons, be loyal to 
their King, and faithful to their Country. 
However their new Maſters were but little 
ſtrengthened by the Deſertion, | which only. | 
ſerved to fell their Vanity and betray their 
Weaknels ; and” ' Judging their Forces to be | 
fronger than they were, they · challenged Brian | 

to a pitched Battle ( called the Battle of Clon- 


uf ) where they ſuffered. a total Defeat 1 


20 i 


the fifth and ſixth of March, 49521 1, t 


4. 


FA 


The Iſue of this Battle” gave a Cheek to 
the Ambition of the Waterford Chiefs, nd 
diſmayed their Auxikaries. They loft alt Heart | 
for the preſent, and their Troops could not 
be brought up to face the Enemy again, 

or even to wear a good Countenance : They 
retired into Quarters with their ſhattered Re- 

B 2 5 „ <A 


t was the Cuſtom of the Times to appoint the Placs 
ad Time of fighting ; and we find the Chief of Munſter 
challenging Roderick of Connaight to meet him on à ber- 
g the tn Day, which Roderick deſired he would put off for a 
Ca Month, till he had called his Farces together, and Had 
his Son Chriſtened. Sec —_—_ Alto. 1018. 
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1 of his Wing ; from. a \ Perſwaſion they. "7 
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'nialts, * e TY and fig Son d. 
ed home, diſgiſted with the Defeat 90 had 
ſuſtained, and intent on A Reinforcement for 


another Campaign. Their Retreat was ſhab- 


- 


by, and had been quite ridiculous, if an 
had not covefed it thro” Exceſs of Genero- 
ſity and protected. chem from the Banter of 
the, f Commons, as "they rere 5 


Matic 6.4 
When they got walls the young Nite hee! 
ſtirred himſelf notably, in detrying the Con- 
duct of Brian, and extolling the Power of 
Gale efius, He ſent one Courier on the back of 
another to Ireland, to notify his Succeſs in get · 
ting larger Powers from Norway againſt next 
Year ; and Galefius ſent as many to him, to 
magnify the Alliances he was daily making 
among the * Fa, and the, mighty Re- 

1 * eruits 


* 
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+1 remember but one other Inſtance of an Army in 
. this ridiculous Situation j When the young Chevalier came 
to Derby, his Army was Mybbed, or, as our Author phraſe 
it, Bantered by the Commons, , 
' Malfachlin was not preſent at the Battle, a8 Keating ſup- 
| . poſes; but at the ſecond, fought. two Ames after - near 
Dublin. See 9 — 


1 55 „„ 
guts he was raiſing, et * Eons „ 39 
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1 paid to him and his Friends all 2 
r and how ſtrangely they were beloved by the , 
4 People ( who, by the | Ways, Were laughing at 
em, and the rholifiteÞank Arts they had re- 
> ourſe to) how "Brian was fallen In the EL 
© Wn of all Men fllice "they perceived” net- 


Aa 


ther he or his Friends were to expect arly - 
zwours from Norway. But the Event I 
ew how Brian ſtood in their Eſteem, aud 
liſcloſe a Scene, where the Actors 3 in it ad- 
hered to him and the Intereſts of "their King, | 
and could not be brought e over by, * hopes 


Preſs 


1 
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| f getting or the fears of loſing, to Join thoſe 
= who were Jetting up an Intereſt dint from 3 7 
N bs, and laviſhing his Tribute to make Friends - ® 
18 ar themſelves, and pave the way to an ex. | 
\e- orbitant Power. And the Succeſs they boaſt | : 
1ts ch in recruiting, was diſproved by them- : 

fires in the, adyanced Price of liſting Money 
i hey offered for Volineeers, and the arbitrary : 


* They were molly 2. Homrurs, and always” bought, 
Karding to Giraldus and the Polychronicon. 
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Prefs, they. ſent out to all Parts of FI 
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_GALESIUS, gave out ws the 7 ire Ry Was 
returning with full Powers from Maget to 


caſhier, all Officers, whether Trif or Norte 


Lian, who. ſhould diſpute the, Orders of his 
Son, of heſitate on the Neaſures he Propoſed. 
This was doubted, but whether true or. falſe, 
the Declaration laid open the Schemes of the 
Party, and their Deſigus were now. obvious to 
all Men. Their haughty Carriage and pre- 
cipitate Proceedings, their Strains of Power 
and Strides to Authority, carried abſolute 
Conviction of the Plan. they were forming to 
get all Power in their Hands, and exclude al 


" 
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1 ki is aid in the Polchronicon * * infos Chiek 
got caſhiered all ſmall Officers employed in collecting the 
Tribute who would not arm on their Side. And Ci 
raldus ſays, that Galefius excommunicated Brian and all bu 

Adherents, and granted Indulgences for all Sins but For- 
hication, io all who oppoſed him, for the Space of fif- 

ty Years. Be this laſt as it will, the \Polychronicw may 

| be "ADE __ 


* 


Pig] 


but their own Junto from any Share in Go. 
vernment, or any : Power and Intereſt 1 in n their 


reſpective. Countries, 8 * 
7. Ge 0 W W mee ay 


* 


a5 wicked ; which, if practicable, muſt in the 


ad prove as ruinous to Norway" and his 
604 Intereſts, both at Home and in Freland, as for 


the preſent it might be profitable to the Un 
denakers: It conſiſted in this, to get Tye 
lud made a Province of Norway by Way 


2 „That is, in plain Terms, to make Ireland 
* the Property of a few Men, who. were to 
0 live in Norway in Pomp and Power, and 
le al become great, by bringing to nothing every - 

: bu WY ct and N ys left behind them. 

| * Tuzy 
2 * Our Author in this Place ſeems to reaſon well; for 


w we have a recent Inſtance of an Union producing 
god Effects, I mean, uniting the Kingdom of Kerry laſt 


of fi Feral they don't anſwer ; and ever ſince Norway be- 
5 c 


1 


had been hatching a Scheme as nonſenſical Gy 


of Union and governed by Laws made there. 


ler with that of Cork, by a long Cauſeway, yet in 


KT. 3 


Tur were e joined by ſeveral i in "Hy on 
ſundry Motives; and it muſt be owned the 
| RP came lateſt into the Scheme, 1 
it was not their on Invention ; it was 4 
greeable. to all who neither had, or were like 
to have any Poſſeſſions there. The Breboy 
and Taniſts, who diſpenſed the Laws of ir 
land, were rejoiced on the Proſpect of being 
ſet free from all Inſpection or Authority df 
the /riſþ Chiefs; which only reſtrained then 
from doing what they; liſted; the Military, 
the Secular Prieſts, and all Orders of holy 
Church were ſuppoſed to be; ready to em. 
brace it; but particularly the Prelaves, + by the 
Influence of Galgſius, and a falſe Proſpect « 
temporal Power, were brought into it. 


10/7 A096 718 enn eo I 
Bur before this Union could be brought 

about, it was neceſſary firſt, to lay a perpe 

wal Ces on all the Captreds of Erie 
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= The Prelates, Thad” only one . 0 Ns) whethe 
they ſhould be galled, my Lord i 1 * took. Tia 
was Problematick. SW | 
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\ ls and e of all the, 4 
iþ Chiefs. This was a Thing very difficult | 
> be compalled. It was hard to perſuade © 
1 to give themſelves away when there 
as no Occaſion ; * and to buy them out and 
ut, would take a mighty Purchaſe, and per- 
haps afterwards not ſtand to the Bargain. The 
ll Pittances Galeſius | procured. for. the Sons 8 
ad 4 Conlui of the _1riſb Chiefs in order to | 
ring: them to his Side, were too ſcanty to 5 
me any great Effect, and diſobliged his own, | I; 
more than they gained the other. There 5 
as but one Way, and, nothing leſs would do, 4 
u.) getting the Diſpoſal of the Tribute 
ad been laid up for the Support of Mag- 
s Government, and to diſcharge the Debts i 
be Chiefs had engaged to make good. When | 
ky had this in their Power, they hoped ei- = 
kr to bring over the preſent Chiefs, or Ec 
tj proved obſtinate, to raiſe up a new Set 


This puts one in mind of the Story of Fack, who 
b perſuaded to hang himſelf, by huge Promiſes of be- 
bettered by the Experiment. "OS 


3 f 10 "i IPRS 
=” ien who ſhould be obedent to he 
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"Wars pa was in ate, che fil Al. 
tempt they knew would prove abortive, and 
to break his Power by the ſecond Attempt 
would. be dangerous, and they. had Reaſon to 

fear, would give it greater Strength, and make 
' them odious to all the Body of the People, 
9 5 both in Ireland and Norway. 8⁰ to bring 
== | over the preſent Chiefs was their avoned 
3 Undertaking; and at laſt they reſolved to 
I . tamper with the ſmall Ones, Galefins having 
3 found, on founding the Chiefs of  Ophaly and 
Connaught, that Nothing was to be expected 

from. the Principals. But their Haſte proved 
„ their undoing, and their Offers and barefactd 
5 Projects, alienated, inſtead of reconciling, even 
thoſe who were already in their Power. They 
all ſaw now, it was: no Time to trifle. Thoſe 
; among 


18 


Y 
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* Among the petty Chick. wits 1 eh A 


ä Mercy of the Norwegians, 1 neveftbeleſ begged to be 
excuſed. 


. | A 18 
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"as | | I 8 
the: WH among the Chicks who had joined with bew. e 
X on perſonal Pi iques againſt Brian, ſaw it vas B74 


"WW high Time to forget their Reſentments. Thoſe 
KA. bo had concurred with them i in leſſer Points | 


"and WY for private intereſt, and from a Perſuaſion i 1 

ene I that their Intentions were not ſo bad as Mas 

bn to WW ſuggeſted, ſaw their miſtake, and the fatal | 

* Meaſures were on Foot. Those be had 

ople, WM joined them to get ſome increaſe of Power, 

bring and top their next Neighbours, ſaw they 

owed WY vere giving up irrecoverably, all Power, and the 4 

d to Influence that naturally belonged to them in "> | 
their reſpective Diſtricts. In, a Word, all the i 

and Chiefs in every Diſtrict of Lelayd, who had 

ted Senſe to ſee, or a Deſire to avert the Dan- | » = 

dreh © hanging over them, united as one Man 7 1 

act under the Conduct of Brian. Wes 1 if 


even 2 ü : 
[hey Ir was. vain to imimigate them with Sug- 


pole veſtions or Threatnings, of bringing on them- 
elves the Diſpleaſure of Magnus ʒ they knew - 


Wh A 4 
i | E | 
| | 


well, it was none of his doing, but, on the 
contrary, that he was diſpleaſed wick the 
22 VMeaſures 


_—_—__ 1 2 
—_ Meaſures 3 were taken, and the Kd had 
been uſed to miſrepreſent his People, whoſe. 
14 ves * and F ortunes he knew were at his 
Diſpoſal, r 
. 3 Ny 7 wa was now at Hand, and the ba 
= 5 6 Fate of Treland. to be determined. All was die 
1 1 be ſtaked on the Event of a ſecond Bat- Ir: 
=: tle, if Galefius and his Friends were hardy Per 
enough to attempt it: And attempt they did, pe 
though much wondered at, if their Promiſes 
proved true of getting Aid from Norway, 
- the Event will ſoon ſhew. If the Triſb Chiefs 
wee not already certain of Succeſs, they 
had ſuch Omens on their Side as promiſed 
fair to enſure it. All People in Ireland who 
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' had Poſſeſſions, were moſtly on their Side; 
and all People in Norway who had Poſſeſſions 
there, would hardly be mad enough 0 to be rh 
gainſt them.” A | W 8 

ig! | _ Aon 

4 e him their Lives and For- 

bo. 5 tunes, but I don't find he ever took either. But one of 
TT his Predeceſſors _ away both. 
9 * . Py 


4 
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* Amon be potty Chiefs on th other Side 
tis ere many not ſatisfied with their Leaders.” | 
Gal:fius was 'unexperienced and too much of: 
the Undertaker, and his Friends obſerved he 
4 bad been generally miſtaken in what he pre- 
2 dicted, to ſay nothing of what he "aſſerted. 
u. The Waterford. Chiefs were unbeloved by the 
iy ple Abroad, if not at Home, and the; 
d, petty Chiefs of Leix were not beloved either 


x 


* at Home or Abroad. The Vice-Roy's Son was 
95 oo ſpirited and ſanguine, and too fond '$ of F 
f WAtion, though he had always been defeated, 
'y hich leſſened him in the Confidence of his 
4 


own Party, and made him ſomewhat ridicu- 
0 ous to the other. Goff 


He brought over with hin: fy . 
for their ſecond Engagement, a young Com- 
wander of great Note and Ability, who had 


every , 


0 | 

{lt appears in the Chronican, that he once attacked a 
or- jormed Army with Six Men, like Mentzel in the laſt War; 
of ito 7 up to the French Camp only with a few Huſ- 


and turning his Poſteriors bid them kiſs his Ae. 


* 


os 


" 


wow; they had no Diftruſt of öde anoth 


tas I . 


ber Quality to render bim popular in the 


Army, and by no Means inconſiderable in 


Councils of War. His Fate (though needleſh) 
Was previouſly trumpeted, and he was. Tidi- 
cnlouſly to be oppoſed to an Ir; Chief, who 
| bad ten Times his Experience, and had nevet 
| been defeated: But the Norwegian t (if be 


was one) was too wiſe to take his Reputs 
tion on a forced Expedition, or hazard, on f 
chimerical Project, the Fortunes of his Fami 
Ty, who had fairer Poſſeſſibns in Ireland than 


in Norway, and which had often ſerved t 


xetrieve them, when their Affairs * del. 
1 at fe a & | SEPT eins. 
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But on the Side of Bias dl OY unani 


or any Apprehenſion of being defeated, as f 
twenty Years he had always led them to 
e if not an ann He had nere 

1 een 


7 5 : 


_ 


- 3 This Commander, whoever he a 
his Birth diſputed, but one Thing appears from cote 
porary Writers, that it was an Honour to any Coun 
10 have given him Birth. 


2 as =” deſperate, 11 con . 5 ; ; 
quered by Acting on the defenſive. In 4 . = 


Word, they relied fo unreſervedly on his Pru- oy "A | 
dence, and had ſo entire a Confidence in his 
Integrity, that he was above the Neceſſity of | 
declaring his Deſigns, or teſtifying his Mea- 1 
ſures, | 


; * 


[x theſe Diſpoſitions both Sides rende: ĩẽ, 
youzed, and agreed to meet the gth of - 
Gander 1053, on a Green near the YE 
Sides to have their Complements full, only 


re det YR 
2 an Ambuſh, and others detained, who _ 
had relied too much on. the Faith of Trea- _ © 


4 


' = 
| . % 
ties. | | 
* - 


LOVE 


Wazx they had taken their Ground, and 
Feconoitred each other eee, 


t Here the Parchment is ruſted by the old Wall where 
thy; but as Doctor Godfrey has undertaken to boil it, af- 
& 2 fe Months expoſing” to the open Air, the Charac- 
ters will be legible again. | | 
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